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A sculpture of a sphinx

atop a pair of marble
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garden at the park.
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After decades of neglect, Untermyer Park
in Yonkers is returning to its former glory

By Bill Cary
weary@lohud.com

Even in the dead of winter, there's a clearly visible mag-
nificence about Untermyer Park, the 43-acre crown jewel in
the city of Yonkers' public parks system. The harsh after-
noon light turns the four marble columns on the soaring
sphinx sculptures by Paul Manship a pearly white, and the
long shadows play magic with the 18-foot-tall crenelated
walls of the old Greek Garden. With no leaves on the trees,
the vistas down tothe Hudmanduutacrnssthemermﬂm
Palisades are clear-eyed — and simply breathtaking.

While the gardens come alive with waves of color and
texture in spring and summer, in January you can see the
majestic bones of Samuel Untermyer’s former 150-acre es-
tate, which held one of the finest private gardens in the
country in the early years of the 20th century. In its heyday,
this estate that was known as Greystone had 60 full-time
gardeners and 60 greenhouses supplying plants for the gar-
dens and the 29-room mansion. A flower show in the fall of
1939 drew 30,000 visitors to Greystone in a single day.
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Meet Samuel Untermyer
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A partner in the law firm of Guggen-
heimer, Untermyer & Marshall, Samuel
Untermyerwas saidtobethe ﬁrst!auqrer
in America to earn a $1 million fee on a
gingle case.

He was a highly successful trial law-
ver who was famous for his cross-exami-
nation skills, says Gray Williams, the au-
thor of “Picturing Our Past: National
Register Sites in Westchester County,”
which was published in 2003 by the coun-
ty historical society.

*He became rich representing corpo-
rate clients and investing in their enter-
prises,” writes Williams. “At the same
time, he was deeply involved in ‘good

ent’ causes, such as opposition
tumnnnpulhsandsuppurtafhnnastbuﬁ:—
ness accoun

He was instrumental in establishing
the Federal Reserve system and was an
influential Democrat and ally of Wood-
row Wilson.

A Jew, he was also an important critic
of anti-Semitism and an early and elo-
quent opponent of Adolf Hitler and Nazi
Germany, says Williams, who lives in
Chappagua.

Untermyer was born in Virginia in
1858 and moved to New York City after
the Civil War,

In 1899, he bought the Yonkers estate
known as Greystone at auction, after it
had been tied up in litigation for years
amung Samuel J. Tilden's heirs.

Greystone was built in 1868, at acostof
$225,000, by John T. Waring, a Yonkers
hat manufacturer who went broke a few
years later.

Tilden, a former governor of New
York who lost the ever-so-close 1876
presidential election to Rutherford B.
Hayes, bought Greystone in 1879 and
hvar.l there comfortably until he died in

I{f.-s built elaborate greenhouses
and stables and spent some $500,000 to
enlarge and improve the estate, accord-
ing to a 1940 article in The New Yorker,
“The Boutonnieres of Mr. Untermyer.”

Untermyer was even more passionate
about horticulture and set about creating
a truly world-class garden on the estate.

He was particularly fond of orchids,
growing more than 3,000 varieties in his
60 greenhouses, according to The New
Yorker article. His favorites were the
Odontiodas, and he wore a specimen of
this group in his buttonhole every day,
“generally changing his boutonniere
three or four times in 12 hours.” His
chauffeur would drive down to Manhat-
tan around noon each day with a damp
box of fresh orchids as replacements.

To find the best gardeners for his es-
tate, Untermyer would send an agent to
the docks to meet arriving ships, espe-

Samuel Untermyer

cially those coming from England, ac-
cording to Steve Byrns, the chairman of
the Untermyer Gardens Conservancy.

“He would go down to steerage and
say, ‘Are there any gardeners whoneeda
job?' " he says.

Untermyer died in 1940, and his 29-
room mansion fell into disrepair and was
torn down soon after World War I1, Byrns
says.

Hetried to leave his estate to the state,
the county of Westchester or the city of
Yonkers, but no one wanted it without an
endowment to pay for its upkeep. In 1946,
Yonkers agreed to accept part of the
property to create Untermyer Park.
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Untermyver tried
to leave his estate
lo the state, the
county of
Westchester or
the cily of
Yonkers, but no
one wanted it
withouwt an
endowment to
pay for its
upkeep.

Greystone was built in 1868
by John T. Waring, a
Yonkers hat manufacturer,
and then torn down in the
mid-1940s after falling into
disrepair.

What makes this a Persian garden

The grand gateway to the walled garden at Untermyer

Park. TaMiA SAVAYANTHE IOURNAL KEWS

Stephen B
the chairman of l:hﬂ Untermyerf:‘ardmmﬂmmawmcy The four rectangles of
by the channels the four elements (earth, water, fire
and air) or the four directions (north, south, east and west).
Persian gardens, which date to 2000 B.C., were o y contemporary
wiﬂlmminnilm,ﬂymaws,hutlaterbmmeam ted with Islam in the

4*'1.:31:1]11::1&%ﬂ , 80 too did the Persian style of gardens. Two of the best
examples can matﬂ:eTajMahalinlndiaandtheAJhnmhramSpam Like
the Taj the Untermyer walled garden features three walls, instead of
the four, to maintain a great view, The west side of the Untermyer

garden opens to a spectacular view of the Hudson.
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